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28[M, XJ.-PHILIP HARTMAN, Ordinary differential Equations, John Wiley & Sons, 
Inc., New York, 1964, xiv + 612 pp., 24 cm. Price $20.00. 

This book treats both the classical theory of differential equations (linear 
theory, Sturn-Liouville boundary value problems) and the modern nonlinear theory 
(Poincar6-Bendixson theory, Liapounov's methods, invariant manifolds, stability 
in the large, applications of fixed-point methods). In addition, there is material 
found only in the periodical literature (A. J. Schwartz's theory of flows on 2-mani- 
folds, H. Weyl's theory of the generalized Blasius equation of boundary-layer 
theory). 

The writing is clear and meets the high standards one has come to expect from 
the author. The notes on the literature are especially valuable. To round this all 
off, this book has one of the best collections of exercises (together with hints) ever 
seen by this reviewer. 

HARRY POLLARD 

Purdue University 
Lafayette, Indiana 

29[M, X1.-PETER HENRICI, Discrete Variable Methods in Ordinary Differential 
Equations, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., New York, 1962, xi + 407 pp., 24 cm. 
Price $11.50. 

How does one solve an ordinary differential equation numerically, and if a 
method is chosen how accurate will the answer be? These are the questions which 
this book aims to answer for the method of finite differences. In short, it presents 
an elaborate analysis of methods that are used on today's computers. 

The book is divided into three parts: one-step methods, multi-step methods, 
and two-point boundary value problems. The last part makes up only about one- 
seventh of the book, while the first occupies about one-half. The second part gives 
us, for the first time in a text, a presentation of some of the beautiful results of 
Dahlquist on multi-step methods. 

The mode of presentation in each part is to present a method for solving a 
differential equation problem, followed by an existence and convergence proof. 
The author then proceeds to give an elaborate discussion of error propagation and 
rate of convergence. Thus, in the first part, we find a detailed account of Euler's 
method (for one equation of first order), which includes not only a constructive 
existence theorem but also a complete analysis of error propagation from the usual 
and from a probabilistic point of view. This is expanded to general one-step methods 
with applications to the methods of Runge, Kutta, Heun, and others. This analysis 
is subsequently repeated for systems of first- and higher-order equations. For this 
first half of the book only a knowledge of calculus and a modest knowledge of matrix 
calculus and probability is called for. 

The multi-step methods are introduced by examining the methods of Adams, 
Bashforth, Moulton, Nystrbin, and Milne. This is followed by the more general 
case with a presentation of some of the theorems of Dahlquist. Here we are given 
necessary and sufficient conditions for convergence of such schemes. Included is a 
discussion of the properties of stable operators and the startling results of Dahlquist 
on the maximal order achievable with such operators. Only a minimal knowledge 
of complex variable theory is required. 


